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Summary of the meeting held on March 16, 2009

The meeting was opened at 10:52 a.m. and the order of business submitted to the Working Group.  As there were no objections, the meeting took up its first item.

1. Remarks by the Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador José E. Pinelo

The Chair decided to postpone his remarks until a later time to expedite the meeting and enable its second item to be taken up.

2. Report on the current status of the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

A representative of the Department of International Law gave a detailed presentation on the expenditure and balance of the Fund and, specifically, on the cost of the most recent Special Meeting, held by the Group in December 2008.  The oral report was based on document GT/DADIN/doc.363/09, which was available in the meeting room.


Upon conclusion of the presentation, the Chair gave the floor to those delegations interested in commenting.  As there were no comments, the Chair intervened to emphasize the great contribution made by this report, since it gave detailed account of the costs involved in holding a meeting.  He also indicated that it was important for this information to be borne in mind in future decision-making.

3. Report on the special meeting held from December 9 to 12, 2008, and on document GT/DADIN/doc.362/09

The Chair reported on the document distributed “Report by the Chair on the Special Meeting of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”

Subsequently, Dr. Luis Toro, on behalf of the Department of International Law, gave an intervention in which he summarized some of the important points of the Special Meeting:

1.
Simplification of language

2.
Formal changes made to two documents

2.1.
Methodological changes 

2.2.
Review of the Record document

3.
Unique areas of the Draft American Declaration

4.
Date for adoption of the text


After the presentation, different delegations took the floor, referring primarily to the following matters:

1. Welcoming the new Chair of the Working Group and offering all their support and collaboration in its future activities.

2. The need for clarification that Chapter VI of the report of the Chair on the Special Meeting should refer solely and exclusively to proposals made by the Chair that did not necessarily reflect the interest of the delegations or of the Caucus, some of which had even been discarded in earlier meetings.

3. Different delegations requested a correction to the list of participants annexed to the report of the Chair.  To that end, the Secretariat took note and would make the changes indicated.

4. The delegations indicated the importance of addressing as promptly as possible matters related to the progress of negotiations and, especially, to preparing the mandate of the Group for the next term.


The Chair of the Working Group expressed appreciation for the valuable comments and indicated that the observations made and changes requested would be addressed.  This having been said, he invited the delegations to take up the fourth item on the order of business, although they were aware that the meeting did not have the quorum required to take decisions.  He emphasized the importance of discussing the feasibility of holding the next Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus and the procedures to be followed in that regard.

4.
Consideration of the next Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus


Under this item, delegations expressed their concerns regarding the negotiation process, the need for sensible “reflection” regarding the Group’s future, and the recognition that this was a crucial time as regards its progress and the participation by the Organization in recognizing the rights of indigenous peoples at the hemispheric level.

On that basis, discussion ensued of subjects such as:

· The existing budget for continuity of financing of the meetings of the Group.  It was a valid question as to whether budget was available for the next meeting, but it was essential to know whether the funding capacity would remain the same in the future.  There was an evident need for output so that the Fund would not be compromised.  A virtual commitment had been made by the Group to the donors for the meetings to proceed effectively.

· There were advantages and disadvantages to establishing a deadline – both technical and political.

· It was essential to establish what would be done after a predetermined time.  Medium- and long-term objectives for the Group’s activities had to be proposed and examined.

· It was also indicated that, if the next Meeting of Negotiations were held on those conditions, it would be necessary to define the level of detail in the language of the Declaration and the steps to be taken when consensus had been reached on the paragraphs or articles nearest consensus (since complex matters would remain pending), and for consideration to be given to the schedule of the Organization in deciding the date for the next meeting.

When the Chair had concluded his interventions, he indicated that he had not heard any objection to holding the next Meeting of Negotiations.  Nonetheless, doubt remained.  

Therefore, he invited the delegations to meet on March 23 to decide whether it would be possible to hold the Meeting within the time remaining for completion of the mandate.  In that connection, he indicated that it was a matter for the delegations to determine possible dates for the next Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus.  The tentative dates would be the week of April 27 to May 1, or the week of May 4 to 8, 2009.


5. Other business

Last to be taken up was the fifth item on the order of business, and, as there were no further comments, the meeting was declared closed.
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